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plishment of large numbers of children chosen at random,
do not necessarily represent the ideal rate of writing for all
primary grade children. The child's attention should be
directed toward more legible and more perfectly controlled
rather than more rapid handwriting.
The alphabet in both capitals and lower case should be in
view of the beginner so that he may make the letters cor-
rectly and not practice incorrect forms.6 Samples of his
writing should be dated and filed away from time to time,
then later compared in order to have objective evidence* of
improvement. To have the skill to write something in
which he is intensely interested, to see the progress he is
making, and to receive praise for it are strong incentives
for the improvement of writing ability.
Typewriters have appeared in some primary grades and
are welcomed as a stimulus to children's composition before
they are ready for handwriting. The typed material is
easily read and typing encourages the child to move his eyes
from left to right across the page. According to one in-
vestigator,7 using the typewriter has a favorable effect on
children's creative writing. If it is not allowed to supplant
handwriting, it tends to influence favorably both quality
and speed in handwriting.
LEARNING^TO   DRAW
The Teacher's Part. — As in writing, the teacher's part is
to encourage the child's interest in drawing, provide the
needed materials, show him how to use the materials, and
call attention to the good points in his method and results.
Children do both good and bad work in drawing. A teacher
is needed to point out the differences. She may hold up the
children's drawings one by one and say, "James has chosen
lovely colors, has he not?" or "I don't think this has enough
* Edith U. Conard, Trends in Manuscript Writing. New York: Teachers
College, Columbia University, 1936.
7 Edith U. Conard, "A Study of the Influence of Manuscript Writing and,
of Typewriting on Children's Development," The Journal of Educational
Research, XXIX (December, 1935), 254-265.

